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Despite Catherine de* Medici's calculated optimism, she could
no longer hope for children, and English puritans were still
vociferous in their opposition: Thomas Norton, 'the great
parliament man3, got himself into trouble for letting his zeal
outrun discretion on the subject. But the one thing Elizabeth
dared not do was to let Alencon depart disgruntled. And
'Frangols the Constant' still professed himself to be longing
night and day to sleep in the great bed and show what a fine
companion he could be. On 22 November, walking in the gal-
lery at Whitehall, with the French ambassador and other com-
pany, Elizabeth kissed him, drew a ring from her finger, and
announced that she would marry him. Whether e the force of
modest love In the midst of amorous discourses' had carried her
farther than she intended; whether, as was said, she spent the
night among her weeping and wailing gentlewomen in doubts
and cares, it is impossible to know. Probably not, for the pro-
mise to marry was made upon conditions which the French
King was expected to refuse, and even should Henry III call
Elizabeth's bluff, she could raise the terms still farther. The
announcement in the gallery saved Alengon's face. He could
depart, a little nearer being her husband, and with his credit in
the money market strengthened, just as a favourable rumour on
the Stock Exchange today sends up sagging shares.

But Alengon, having manoeuvred Elizabeth into an awk-
ward position, was determined to press forward to complete
victory. A battle of wits and wills followed, fought in amorous
terms. Elizabeth promised Alengon a loan of sixty thousand
pounds, half to be paid fifteen days after his departure, the rest
within fifty days after that. He was to have gone, with this as
his solatium, in the middle of December. He stayed on. At the
end of the month he had ten thousand pounds paid him at once.
Still he stayed on. At last, on i February he was got away. The
Queen and the whole Court accompanied him as far as Canter-
bury. At Rochester she showed him her great ships, a spectacle
which moved the French lords and gentlemen to confess "that
of good right the Queen of England was reported to be Lady
of the Seas'. Three warships were appointed to take him from